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Former Speaker of the House 

(Updated: March, 2022) 

House of Representatives: 

-Elected in 2014, sworn in January, 2015 with continuous service to the present 

time. 

1) Committees: 

- Chairman and Vice Chairman of Executive Board 

- Chairman and Vice Chairman of Executive Board Executive Committee 

- Chairman and Vice Chairman of Legislative Procedures Committee 

- Chairman and Vice Chairman of Joint Legislative Procedure  

- Chairman and Vice Chairman of Bonding Committee (Executive Board)  

- Vice Chairman of Government Operations and Audit (Interim) 

- Chairman of Taxation Committee 

- Judiciary Committee 

- Health and Human Services Committee 

- Joint Tribal Relations Committee 

- Rules Review Committee (Interim) 

- State Affairs Committee 

- Appropriations Committee 

- Controlled Substances Task Force 

- Criminal Justice Oversight Committee 

- Special Committee on Impeachment 

- Governor’s Committee on the Census 

- Chairman of the Republican Party Platform Committee 

- Various summer studies including Mental Health issues. 

2) Elected positions within the House: 

- Executive Board  

- Speaker Pro Tempore: 2018 

- Speaker: 2019 - 2020 



 

3) Commissioner – South Dakota Code Commission (2020-Present) 

 

4) Legislative Organizations (Member or Conference participant / presenter): 

CSG (Council of State Governments), NCSL (National Council of State 

Legislators), ALEC (American Legislative Exchange Council), SLLF (State 

Legislative Leader’s Foundation), ILF (International Legislators Forum). 

- Civil and Criminal Justice Committee memberships 

o Criminal Justice Task Force Chair and member 

o Criminal Justice Task Force Executive Committee 

- Health and Human Services Committee memberships 

- Steering committee member for leadership training at CSG 

- Steering committee member for ILF 

 

5) Legislative Conferences and Exchange Opportunities:  

- Foreign Legislative exchanges in China, Italy and Taiwan.  (Conferences 

with legislative, provincial, and municipal leaders in each country.) 

- Collaborative exchanges in U.S. with representatives of Israel, Taiwan, 

Great Britain, Japan and Canada. 

- Speaker of the House conferences in various U.S. locations. 

- Remote conferences with Speakers. 

- Remote conferences with state legislative leaders. 

- Remote conferences with White House Representatives. 

- Remote conferences with U.S. Health and Human Services Leaders. 

- Remote conferences with U.S. Department of Labor. 

(Funding for these exchanges has either been provided by the organizations or 

from my personal funds.) 

 

6) Professional Memberships and Positions: 

- United States Supreme Court Bar  



- United States Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals Bar 

o Approximately six oral arguments. 

- United States Federal District Court Bar 

o Numerous cases including jury trials. 

- United States Federal Bankruptcy Court Bar 

o Numerous cases. 

- South Dakota Supreme Court Bar 

o Approximately eight oral arguments. 

- South Dakota Second Circuit Bar 

o Numerous cases throughout South Dakota in more than half of the 

Circuits. 

- Minnehaha County Board of Mental Illness (Alternate Chairman for over 

25 years conducting approximately 2,000 hearings.) 

- Hearing Officer for the City of Sioux Falls (Mid 1990s) 

- Alliance Defending Freedom, Washington, DC (Allied Attorney) 

- National Association of Realtors (Real estate broker) 

- Securities licensed (Inactive)  

 

7) Presentations: 

- Corrections Presentation in Baton Rouge, LA 

- Continuing Legal Education presentation in regard to Parole Proceedings. 

- Continuing Insurance Agent Education classes in regard to Estate Planning. 

- Numerous forums and interviews statewide, nationally and internationally.  

- Former Adjunct Faculty at University of Sioux Falls teaching State and Local 

Government. 

 


